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Mechanisms - Making a moving monster

Prior knowledge
Year 1:To 
understand sliders 
and mechanisms, 
knowing how to 
create sliders for a 
story book.

Design           Make   Evaluate 

Knowledge and skills covered in this topic

❏ Children will know that mechanisms are a group of 
moving parts that work together to make a machine. 

❏ Children will know that there is always an input and 
output motion. 

❏ Children will understand that a lever is something that 
turns on a pivot. 

❏ Children will know that linkage is a system of levers 
connected by pivots. 

❏ Children will know that linkage uses levers and pivots 
to create motion. 

❏ Children will know the four types of movement. 
❏ Children will know how to make linkages using card for 

levers and split-pins for pivots. 
❏ Children will know which materials to use based on 

their characteristics. 
❏ Children will know how to evaluate their moving 

monster against their design criteria.


