
Big Question

Why are rules important? Why is it good to say sorry?

To answer this question the children will use the knowledge learned 
within RE lessons and make links to the scripture that was used.
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Prior knowledge
In Year 1, the children learned God helps us to choose well 
and to be sorry. God forgives us.

Link to end of year descriptors
Learning about Religion

❏ Retell, in any form, a narrative that 
corresponds to the scripture source used.

❏ Describe some of the actions and choices 
of believers that arise because of their faith.

❏ Describe some religious symbols and steps 
involved in religious actions and worship, 
including the celebration of the sacraments: 
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Learning about Religion

❏ Ask and respond to questions about their 
own and others’ feelings, experiences and 
things that matter to them.

❏ Participate in periods of reflection in   
response to given stimulus.

Liturgical/Prayer links

❏ Act of sorrow
❏ The Sign of Peace

Key words
Rules: Instructions

Safe: Protected 

Sorry: Feeling sad; feeling regret

Forgive: Stop feeling angry

Right: True, correct

Wrong: Not correct, not true

Make up: Become friends again 

Choices: Choose between two or more 
possibilities

Sin: Making a harmful choice

Consequence: Result of choice made

Examination of conscience: Think about 
the appropriateness of choices made

Knowledge/Scripture/Liturgy
For the Christian, Christ’s rule of love of God and 
neighbour offers freedom and happiness. The 
exercise of the conscience enables the Christian to 
follow God’s law and through love to express sorrow 
for wrongdoing. The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
grants pardon and peace.

❏ Children will talk about their own experience 
and feelings about rules in their life. 

❏ Based on Matthew 18:21-22, children will be 
able to recognise and retell the story of Peter 
asking Jesus about forgiveness as a religious 
story.

❏ Children will recognise and describe that 
people say sorry and ask forgiveness because 
they are followers of Jesus.     

❏ Children will recognise some religious words 
and signs that Christians use to express sorrow 
and forgiveness: sorry, Sign of Peace.                                                                                                                                                   

❏ Children will use religious words and phrases 
to describe the examination of conscience.                                                                                                                                                                            

❏ Children will describe some aspects of the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: repentance, 
disclosure of sin, absolution and reparation.                                                                         

❏ Children describe how Christians try to 
practise Jesus’ commandment of love, peace 
and reconciliation. This is evident when the 
Sign of Peace is offered at Mass.

❏ Children will celebrate their new knowledge 
and understanding by planning, leading and 
delivering their own end of topic liturgy.


