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St. Elizabeth’s Catholic Primary School

“Love one another as | have loved you”
Religious Education and Catholic Life Fortnightly Newsletter Autumn Weeks 13 and 14

Gospel 'Celebration of The Word' assembly -Tuesday

Key Scripture:

‘I baptise you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is
mightier than |, whose sandals | am not worthy to carry. He will baptise you
with the Holy Spirit and fire.’

Matthew 3:11

We began our ‘Celebration of The Word’ by gathering to the hymn ‘When a
child is born’. The children were invited to listen to the words of the hymn and
to make links with the message from the Gospel.



With the help of Pupil Chaplains, we identified what we needed to make our
table a sacred space. The liturgical cloth was purple indicating that we are in a
time of prayer and reflection. The candle reminds us that God is present with
us. The Cross reminds us that Jesus loves us and The Bible is where God and
Jesus speak to us.

Sunday marked the second Sunday of Advent. During this week’s Gospel
‘Celebration of The Word’ we learned that Advent is a special time of
preparation to:

® Welcome Jesus at Christmas

e Be ready for His return/second coming

Each week, throughout Advent, during our ‘Celebration of The Word” we will
prepare for Christmas by lighting candles on the Advent wreath.

Pupil Chaplains shared the meaning of the symbolism of the Advent Wreath.
The Advent Wreath holds five candles. The candles represent Jesus coming as a
light in the darkness. One candle is lit each Sunday for the four weeks during
Advent and the white candle is lit on Christmas Day. As Christmas draws
nearer, each candle brings a little more light into the darkness.

Pupil Chaplains explained that the circular shape of the wreath represents
eternity, reminding us of God’s love and presence in our lives for ever and
ever. The greenery used to decorate it symbolizes everlasting life and hope
given to us by Jesus. The lighting of the candles sequentially each week
provides us with a tangible way to mark the passing of time as we prepare
ourselves to be more like Jesus during Advent and it encourages us to reflect
on the themes of hope, peace, joy and love.



Advent is an invitation to place our hope in God’s love for us and to share His
love with others.

Pupil Chaplains asked us to live out the Advent message in our lives by writing
‘Prayers of Hope’ and carrying out ‘Acts of Kindness’ at home, school and in
the local community.

In the Gospel this week, we discussed that God sometimes sends His
messages through others. We heard another important message, this time
from John the Baptist.

John The Baptist’s message gave people hope because it showed them how to
get ready - he said they should repent and be baptised.

The people who listened to John decided to make a change in their lives. They
confessed their sins, and being baptised were filled with hope.

This message inspires us to live in the hope God brings us, now and after the
year of Jubilee ends.

As Pilgrims of Hope, we can live in hope by making good decisions about how
we live and love others today, that prepare us to follow God’s way tomorrow
and into the future.

As a school community we discussed the ways God wants to live and we made
a path out of these ways.

Reflection: How can you live out this Gospel message in your words and
actions this week?



e As Pilgrims of Hope can we carry out acts of Kindness and showing
love to others in our words and actions?
e Additionally can we pray for those most in need?
Catholic Social teaching: Friday

"SPREAD LOVE
EVERYWHERE
S You Go.

% LET NO ONE EVER

COME TO YOU
WITHOUT LEAVING
HAPPIER."

We began our Catholic Social Teaching ‘Celebration of The Word’ by gathering
to the Hymn ‘Micah 6:8” The ‘Celebration of the Word’ was based on the CST
theme of ‘Preferential Option of the Poor’. The children listened to the
scripture of the Widows Mite. Through this story Jesus teaches us that the
widow’s contribution was greater than that of the wealthy because she gave
all that she had!

We learned that giving is about heart and sacrifice and not the amount.

The children in every class had a lesson and learned in an age appropriate way
about the principle of ‘Preferential Option of The Poor’.
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Reflection:
e There are lots of people who need help in our community and in our
world. Who can we help? How can we help?
Examples may include: praying, donating food to a foodbank, buying a
present for someone who will not receive any on Christmas Day etc..
e Please ask your child about what they have learned in their class
‘Preferrential Option for poor’ lesson.



St Elizabeth’s Prayer of the Month
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Each month St Elizabeth’s School community will say a prayer which focuses on
the liturgical season. At present we are in the month of December. Let us

pray....
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The Maghnificat

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
for he has looked with favour on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:
the Almighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him
in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm,
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of his servant Israel
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
the promise he made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children forever.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.

Amen.



The Magnificat is the Blessed Virgin Mary's canticle of praise, which she
recited when she visited her cousin Elizabeth.

This prayer is strongly and explicitly linked to Catholic Social Teaching (CST)
and acts as an inspiration for social justice and a model for working towards a
transformed world.

Response:

Through praying the Magnificat in December, can you look for ways you can
help your brothers and sisters who are in need both locally and throughout
the world?

Advent Service of Reconciliation
Advent is a time for prayer and reflection .

Through the Service of Reconciliation, the children reflected on the times when
they did not live in the way Jesus asked. It is important that we do this before
we celebrate Christmas, because if we want to celebrate the birth of Jesus in
the best possible way, we need to make sure that we are at peace with God
and with each other.



Year 3 planned and led the KS2 Service of Reconciliation .

Through the Gospel reading of ‘The Prodigal Son’ and prayers and reflections
written by Year 3, children were reminded of God’s mercy, love and
forgiveness.

Thank you to Year 3 for leading this service.

Thank you to Fr Peter, Fr Arulraj, Mgr Bill and Canon John for hearing
individual confessions from Year 5 and Year 6 children.

During the Lenten Service of Reconciliation in the Spring term, there will be an
opportunity for children in Year 3 and Year 4 to have their individual
confessions heard.

In addition, Y2 planned and led a Celebration of the Word based on the theme
of ‘Being Sorry’ .



Response

e Please encourage your children to say the sorry prayer when they do
not make the right choice.
e We are encouraged to go to confession during Advent.

Advent and Prayer Pilgrim Packets

My First Nativity Book

Pupil Chaplains created Christmas Prayer Packets to help families to pray more
at home.

At present, a children’s version of ‘The Story of the First Christmas’ is moving
through each class. Every family will have the opportunity to welcome Mary,
Joseph and Jesus into their home.

As the story is read -each family will share the journey of Mary and Joseph’s
journey to Bethlehem and the birth of Baby Jesus. Families can reflect how
they can also go on a journey during Advent: A journey when they think about
how they can prepare for the birth of Baby Jesus by becoming more like Jesus
in the choices they make.

Pupil Chaplains read the Christmas story to each class.
Respond

e Please record in the ‘Response Book’ when it is your family’s turn to
read ‘The Christmas Story’

e You may wish to write a prayer or you may wish to include a
photograph of your family reading ‘The Christmas Story’.
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CAFOD World Gifts

Mini Vinnies have selected CAFOD as our focus charity for this half-term.

Each class has been carrying out fundraising activities to support our brothers
and sisters who are living in poverty.

The children from each class are using the money that their class has raised to
buy a CAFOD World Gift. This World Gift contributes towards supporting our
brothers and sisters to get the basics they need to survive and live.

For more information about CAFOD world gifts please use the following

link: https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/

Y3 had a pyjama day and raised enough money to buy two Chirpy chickens

Response:
Please support your child’s class fundraiser.

Pupil Leadership Catholic Life and Mission


https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/

At St Elizabeth’s, pupil leadership is very important. Every week there are many
opportunities for the children to get involved in the Catholic Life and mission of
our school.

Pupil Chaplains’ Bible Club

This week, Pupil Chaplains planned, led and delivered a ‘Celebration of the
Word’ assembly to a group of Year 2 children.

The children used the ‘Gather’, ‘Listen’, ‘Respond’ and ‘Mission’ format to help
them plan.

The Pupil Chaplains used the hymn ‘Micah 6:8’ to gather the children.

The Y2 children helped create a Holy Space by placing The Cross, The Candle
and Bible on the cloth.

MICAH 6:8

Pupil Chaplains read one of the Beatitudes and linked Saint Carlo as a role

model for living out the Beatitudes in his daily life.

St Carlo loved to pray. Pupil Chaplains emphasized that they could be like St
Carlo by praying more.

Pupil Chaplains explained that praying helps us to grow closer to God.

Children from Y2 chose a prayer to say from The Pupil Chaplain Prayer Book.



Children discussed the different times they could talk and pray to God each
day. They decided that they would pray more often, in particular, they would

pray when they are in bed at night. They would say goodnight to God and
Jesus!
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Mini Vinnies
Mini Vinnies have been designing and making Christmas Cards for residents of
Greville House.




In addition, Mini Vinnies have been supporting classes to organise their class
fundraiser.

Eco-warriors

Eco-warriors follow the Catholic Social Teaching principle of ‘Caring for God’s
Creation’ where we are all asked to care for God's gifts by looking after the
environment.

For Autumn 2 the focus for the Eco- warriors is to turn lights off when a room
is unused and to continue litter picking.

Eco-warriors have been designing posters to remind the school community to
switch lights off!

In addition, Eco-warriors have organised a cake sale to raise money for CAFOD
World gifts. Over £150 was raised.

Eco-warriers chose the gifts that they would like to purchase.



Wednesday Word
‘The Wednesday Word’ is a weekly Gospel ‘gift’ from school to each family.
Each week the Sunday Gospel is sent out via the link below into school family

homes through the ‘Wednesday Word'.
https://www.paperturn-view.com/wednesday-word/holiday-

booklet?pid=MTA101634&v=167.5

Through this resource, the key message(s) from the Gospel is shared.
This link also contains resources linked to the Mass over the Christmas period.

Response:

Please take the ‘Wednesday Word’ to Mass on Sunday.


https://www.paperturn-view.com/wednesday-word/holiday-booklet?pid=MTA101634&v=167.5
https://www.paperturn-view.com/wednesday-word/holiday-booklet?pid=MTA101634&v=167.5

Pope Leo’s Prayer Intention for the month of December

The Holy Father, Pope Leo, asks for our prayers for a specific intention each
month. We are all invited to answer the Holy Father's request and to join with
many people worldwide in praying for this intention each month

Pope Leo asks... ‘let us pray for Christians living in areas of war or conflict,
especially in the Middle East, to be seeds of peace, reconciliation and hope.’

Response:

Can we take the time to find peaceful solutions to problems?

With thanks for your support of the Catholic Life of our school,

Mrs Diver and the Pupil Chaplains



