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Aims of the session
● Terminology

● Where we are up to in Reception

● How we teach phonics in the classroom (a reminder)

● How we apply phonics to reading 

● How we use reading books with the children in school

● How you can support your child at home
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Vocabulary/ terminology

Phoneme - the pure sound a letter shape makes. A phoneme is the smallest unit of sound in a word.

Grapheme - a letter (or group of letters) representing one sound.

Digraph - two letters which together make one sound.

Tricky words- words that are not fully decodable and need to be read ‘by sight’.

Blend- this is when you say the phonemes in order to read a word.

Orally segment- This is the act hearing a whole word and then splitting it up into the phonemes that

make it.

CVC- a word containing consonant, vowel followed by another consonant - ‘sat’

GPC - This is short for Grapheme Phoneme Correspondence. Knowing a GPC means being able to

match a phoneme to a grapheme and vice versa.

Sound button - these are dots that can be written underneath a sound to support reading. When you

touch the sound button you then practise saying the sound aloud. 3



Teaching a new GPC
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Oral blending

m-a-n
s-a-t
p-i-n
d-i-g
c-a-n
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Reading words

m-a-n
s-a-t
p-i-n
d-i-g
c-a-n
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video 

teacher led blending

independent blending



Tricky words
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Why is the word ‘tricky’?

Tricky words = you can’t sound out and blend the 
words.

I 
is

was 



Phonics for reading
How to apply phonics 
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‘Not I’ said the pig

‘Not I’ said the cat

‘Not I’ said the rat.

Tricky word - I



Reading books
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Reading books
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Reading books
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Reading books
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Reading books
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Reading books
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Reading books
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Reading books
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Phonics support at home 
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- Sounds will be sent home each week for the children to practise (saying and 
forming) 

- We will also send home tricky words that we have covered that week. These words 
cannot be sounded out.

- Two reading books will be sent home once a week. 
One will be marked as a ‘set reader’. This is the book that the children will have 
shared with an adult. 
The other book will be an ‘additional reader’. This is a text chosen by your child 
within their current phonic knowledge. 
Initially, children will only be taking home their set reader as they start their reading 
journey. 

- Library books will be sent home on a Friday.



We are teaching the children to be readers. 

Phonics is only one part of that.
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Reading for pleasure
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Writing - what to expect at this stage
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